Paroled rapist charged 
in claw hammer slaying 



list was charged Tuesday with 


the claw hammer slaying of a North Oakland 
woman he had known since elementary school, 





found Aug. 13 in her 40th Street apartment. 

Alana, who was paroled from state prison 
April 1, has been in police custody since Aug. 27 on 
gun charges. 

Homicide Sgt. Jim Hahn said police focused on 
Alana as a suspect after witnesses said he was the 
last person to be seen with Pigott before her body 
was found. 

His fingerprints reportedly were found in 
Pigott*s apartment and Hahn said jeweleiy be¬ 
longing to the woman was found in Alana’s car 
when he was arrested. He said he thought robbery 
was the motive for the slaying. 

Hahn said the two had known each other since 
elementary school and that following his parole 
they had renewed their acqaintance after meeting 
at a nightclub. 






Black Guerrilla Family pair 


are charged ii 

, SAT FEB 2 1985 

By Ramon Coronado 

Thm Tribunm 

Two convicted felons, await¬ 
ing trial in separate murder cas¬ 
es, have been charged with the 
stabbing death last summer of a 
fellow inmate in the Oakland 
city jail during a power struggle 
for control of a prison gang. 

James D. Benson, 30, a reput¬ 
ed leader of the Blac k Gue rrilla 
Family and Randy(^iTiial ; 27, 
accused of using a claW harnmer 
to kill a woman in 1983, were 
charged with the June 23 slaying 
of 40-year-old Alfred Ingram. 

Ingram, who was awaiting 
trial on attempted murder and 
t robbery charges, was stabb^ 87 

Times with a lz-ihcfi"bTa(Je7ash- 

ioned from sheet metal from a 
ventilation duct, said Deputy 
District Attorney Russell Giunti- 
ni. 

Sources close to the investi¬ 
gation said Ingram, a former 
BGF member, and Benson had a 
disagreement over how the gang 
should be run. 

Because Benson and Alana 
have murder charges pending, 
the jailhouse slaying has been 
filed as a special circumstance 
case, punishable by death, said 
Giuntini who filed the complaint 
Thursday. 

The complaint was served on 
the two defendants in the down¬ 
town jail yesterday, the prose¬ 
cutor said. 

Ingram was thought to be a 
police informer and his murder 
“was a statement of some sort of 
bravado emerging out of a pow- 


jaU slaying 

er struggle within the county jail 
system,” Giuntini said. 

Additionally, the men thought 
they could shut down the jail by 
committing the first murder at 
the facility, which had opened a 
month earlier, the prosecutor 
said. 

Ingram was last seen alive 
about I p.m. the day of the 
slaying. His body was found by a 
sheriff’s deputy two hours later 
in his blood-stained cell, Giuntini 
said. 

Benson and Alana, who are 
scheduled to be arraigned in 
Oakland Municipal Court Mon¬ 
day, have at least six prior felo- 
ny convictions. __ 

Reason is known to be a rank- 

ing member of the BGF in the 
Bay Area, a 10-year-old organi¬ 
zation spawned in the California 
prison system. Law enforcement 
officials estimate the group has 
about 300 members statewide. 

Benson served two years in 
prison for shooting someone to 
death before being charged with 
fatally stabbing Clifton Spencer, 
18, and seriously wounding Bran¬ 
don Baker, 21, Aug. 5, 1982, in 
what police said was a narcotics- 
relat^ incident. 

Alana, described as a BGF 
member and Benson’s “com¬ 
rade,” is charged with the Aug. 
13, 1983, claw hammer slaying 
of Marilyn Pigott, 23. Police said 
Benson and Pigott had known 
each other since elementary 
school. At the time of the slaying 
he was on parole for a rape 
conviction. 




Reputed gang leader acquitted of slaying 


By Larry Spears - ,^«t umslantes, meaning a possible 

The Tribune }NED »AR ?-6 lH8b sentence of death or life in pris¬ 
on without parole if he were con¬ 
victed again. 


An Alameda County jury has 
acquitted James 1). Benson of 
murder and attempted murder, 
jn the process sparing him the 
possibility of a death penalty in 
another murder charge yet to be 
tried. ^ 

The jury Monday apparently 
believed Henson. 31, a reputed 
leader of the Black Guerrilla 
Family, who testified he was de- 
lending himself on Aug. 15, 19tt2, 
when he fatally stabbed Clifton 
Spencer, 18, and wounded Bran¬ 
don leaker, 19. ^ 

Benson and Randalll^la n^ 28, 
soon will standTrial for the kill- 
ing of a fellow inmate in the 
North County Jail in Oakland in 
1984. 

They are charged with slash¬ 
ing 40-year-old Alfred Ingram 
85 times with a sharpened piece 
of sheet metal. 

In the forthcoming trial, a 
prior murder conviction would 
have enabled prosecutors to 
charge Benson wdth special cir- 


That possibility still faces 
Alana, on trial now in Alameda 
County Superior Court. He is ac- 
cused’of the claw-hammer kill¬ 
ing of longtime Oakland ac¬ 
quaintance Marilyn Pigott, 23, 
on Aug. 13, 1983. 

Alana and Ben.son were Ixung 
held on their separate murder 
charges when Ingram was 
killed, reportedly for being a po¬ 
lice informer. According to test i¬ 
mony in court documents, his 
death was related to power 
plays within the Black Guerrilla 
Family, a statewide prison gang 
of an estimated 300 members. 

.After another Alameila Coun¬ 
ty trial, Alana last month was 
given a six-year sentence for 
possessing weapons in jail. 

Benson is scheduled for yet 
another Alameda County trial 
stemming from the Oct. 18, 
1982, robbery of a Glendale Fed¬ 
eral Savings branch in Newark. 


His acquittal Monday came 
despite Brandon Baker’s testi¬ 
mony that Benson attacked him 
and Spencer during during an ar¬ 
gument- 

In his defense. Ben.son testi¬ 
fied that Baker pulled a gun on 
him and it misfired. According 
to Benson. Baker then told Spen¬ 
cer to kill him. 

Benson testified that he 
pushed Baker on top of Spencer, 
stabbed them both, barricaded 
himself inside a bedroom and es¬ 
caped out a window. 






Jud£6 denies bid to bat public from hearing 


Slrlitl/llf"** THU OCT 23?J85f 

Defense attorneys yesterday losttne first 
round in their attempt to bar the public from 
a hearing on the Sheriff’s Department s plan 
for tight security at an Oakland murder trial. 

The Sheriff’s Department, citing security 
reasons, wants the trial for two men accused 
of killing a fellow inmate at the North Coun¬ 
ty jail moved from the Alameda County 
Courthouse to a more secure location. 

The dejfiiidagts, James D. Benson and 
Randair^lana^re charged with fatally 
<|TabbiHg^0755i^ld Alfred Inpam w,th a 
sharpened piece of sheet metal at the Oak 

land jail in June 1984. 

They are reputed members of the BiacK 
Guerrila Family, a statewide prwon png. 

Judge Benjamin Travis, who is scheduled 


to preside over the trialin his 7th floor purt- 
room, rejected the att^eys’ request to ex¬ 
clude the press and putlic from 

Attorneys Barry Ik Morris and Albpt 
Wax then asked the jurt» to issue a gag order 
restricting press covei fee of the ® 

or to hold portions of ifin his chambers with 
only attorneys and ke\fwitnesses present. 

Travis, however, another hearing for 
this afternoon to heat arguments on that 
motion from attorntb representing The 
Tribune and The San ifancisco Chronicle. 

The newspapers’ ;^meys argued suc¬ 
cessfully against ban pg the press pd the 


public from the court 
liminary hearing, whi' 


oom during the pre- 
is to continue today. 


iinary neannu, wm, p . - 

Morris represents ' pison and Wax is de- 

fending Alana, 

In asking for a c rtsed hearing, Morris 
argued that if details ( ^ the sheriff’s plan for 


security are made public, it could jeopardize 
the defendants rights to a fair trial. 

But attorneys Judith Epstein, represent¬ 
ing The Tribune, and Carl Olson, represent¬ 
ing The Chronicle, cited several court deci¬ 
sions that opened preliminary hearings and 
trials to the public and press. 

Epstein argued that attorneys could 
closely question prospective jurors and dis 
miss anyone who would be influenced by pu 
licity about the case. 

Rpnson was acquitted earlier this year of 
fata^ sUbbrng Clifton Spencer and wound¬ 
ing Brandon Baker. Benson testified during 
that trial that he stabbed the men in self- 

Alalia is also facing another murder trial. 
He is accused of the 1983 claw-hammer kill¬ 
ing of Marilyn Pigott. 





targeted prosecutor,: 
witness in death plot j 

b,.S,5J.“CT31)986 

Th9 Thbunm 


Two reputed members of a 
prison gang who are charged 
with murdering a fellow inmate 
at the North County jail in Oak¬ 
land allegedly ordered the assas¬ 
sination of their prosecutor and 
a witness, an Alameda County 
sheriff's sergeant said yester¬ 
day. 

Testifying at a preliminary 
hearing in a heavily guarded Su¬ 
perior Court courtroom, Sgt. 
Ronald Kolodziecza^Sgid the 
defeiidMla, mad 

James D. Benson, pul out a 
$100,000 contract on Deputy Dis¬ 
trict Attorney Russ Giuntini and 
witness Mario Hamilton. 

Kolodzieczak, a classification 
coordinator at the jail, was 
called as a witness to support the 
Sheriffs Department’s request 
to transfer the murder trial to 
the county’s highly secured 
cdurtroom in the basement of 
the Wiley W. Manuel Municipal 
Court Building, at 6th and Wash¬ 
ington streets. 

But the sergeant’s testimony 


failed to convince Judge Benja 
min Travis to move the tria 
from his courtroom at the Court 
house Building on Fallon Street 

Travis said adequate security 
could be provided at the court¬ 
house. 

Benson and Alana, who sher¬ 
iffs officials say are members 
of the Black Guerrilla Family, a 
statewide prison gang, are 
scheduled to go on trial next 
week on charges of killing in¬ 
mate Alfred Ingram, 40, with a 
sharpened piece of sheet metal 
at tha |MI In 

Attorney Barry L. Morris, 
who represents Benson, and Al¬ 
bert Wax, who is defending 
Alana, tried to bar the press and 
public from the portion of the 
hearing on the alleged death 
threat. 

But attorneys representing* 
The Tribune and The San Fran¬ 
cisco Chronicle successfully 
fought to keep the hearing open. 

Each person entering the 
courtroom, however, was 

See PRlSONEm\^J 






Coatiaued from Page C-1 


searched by sheriff’s deputies v 
with a metal detector. Two dep- c 
uties also sat inside the court- f 
room while others stood outside I 
the door and roamed the hall- I 

Kolodzieczak told the court he " 
learned of the assassination plan 
when he was contacted at home 
Oct. 18 by an “informant'* who 
said he had information about a 
plot to kill two people involved 
in the murder trial. 

The informant said he was 


- 


told by either Benson or Alana 
that they had ordered the assas¬ 
sination of Giuntini and Hamil¬ 
ton. The informant, Hamilton 
and the defendants were all in 
jail, aM WJIaff to the se ifleafllL^ 

~ Kolodzieczak said the killings 
were to be carried out by four 
men. The alleged assailants were 
to make the “hit** in the court¬ 
room or en route to the building. 

The sergeant said he passed 
the information along to investi¬ 
gators for the sUte Department 
of Corrections, who confirmed 
the threat from independent 
sources, including an inmate at 
the county’s Santa Rita Rehabil¬ 
itation Center in Pleasanton. 

But the defense lawyers op¬ 
posed moving the trial. They 
pointed out that the informant 
could not have known that Ham¬ 
ilton was scheduled as a witness 


in the trial. 

They said Giuntini did not in- 
form them that Hamilton, who 
also is a reputed member of the 
prison gang, was a possible wit¬ 
ness until Oct. 22. . . w 

Under cross-examination by 
the attorneys. Kolodzieczak con¬ 
ceded that he didn’t make a writ- 






ten report of his conversationsMorris called the high-security 
with the informant nor was theurtroom a “dungeon” that 
inmate certain that it was Ben-uld create the impression 
son or Alana who told him aboutiong jurors that Alana and 
the plot. nson are “dangerous.” 

The defense lawyers said theySheriff’s officials said they 
wanted the trial to remain at thanted the trial conducted there 
courthouse because such strin-prevent the defendants from 
gent security measures at the^aping or any disruption from 
Municipal Court building coul(fembers or associates of the 
prejudice potential jurorsson gang, 
against their clients. \t a hearing Wednesday, Ko- 


lodzieczak testified that the de¬ 
fendants were involved in an es¬ 
cape plot last year. 

Kolodzieczak said that out of 
678 inmates at the North County 
jail, about 30 are members or 
associates of the prison gang. A 
gang defector testified at a court 
hearing last year that the group 
orders assassination missions 
and other violent activities. 




MMiW of H triggers 


Th9 Tribune 

A mistrial has been declared 
in the murder trial of two re¬ 
puted members of a prison gang 
because the prosecutor excluded 
all but one black person from a 
panel of jurors. 

The jury, which was selected 
from a pool of 90 potential Ju¬ 
rors, was dismissed by Alameda 
County Superior Court Judge 
Benjamin Travis on Tuesday be¬ 
fore the prosecutor opened his 
case. _ 

Randall^lan^ and James D. 
Beiison. who ^e reportedly 
members of the Black Guerrila 
Family, a statewide prison gang, 
are accused of fatally stabbing 
40-year-old inmate Alfred In¬ 
gram with a sharpened piece of 
sheet metal at the North County 
jail in June 1984. 

Travis* ruling means that the 
case will be sent back to Pre¬ 
siding Judge Henry Ramsey Jr., 
who was scheduled to decide to¬ 
day whether it will be reas¬ 
signed to Travis or another 
judge. 

It took months to select the 


Defense attorneys Albert Wax 
d Barry L. Morris said yester- 
y they asked Travis to declare 
mistrial after Deputy District 
ttorney Russ Giuntini dis- 
d 11 of the 12 black jurors 
10 were among the finalists for 
12-member panel. 

Wax argued that Giuntini im- 
iroperly used his peremptory 
‘ allenges to exclude black peo- 
le from the jury. A peremptory 
lenge allows each attorney 
dismiss a prospective juror 
ithout stating a reason. 

Morris said Travis declared a 
Ifustrial under a 1978 state Su- 
reme Court ruling that disal- 
ms the systematic exclusion of 
embers of racial, religious or 
tnilar groups. 

The defense attorneys said 
ravis agreed with the prosecu- 
in dismissing eight of the 
ack jurors, but the judge saw 
0 reasons to excuse two and the 
amissal of a third was **sus- 
bct** 

Among the black jurors dis- 
Ipissed by Giuntini were George 
Herring, a dean at Merritt Com¬ 


munity College in Oakland; and 
Carole Davis, a former Berkeley 
City Council member, according 
Morris. 

Although Wax said his client 
“ led with the final panel and 
idrew his challenge, Morris 
his client insisted on a mis- 
ii. s 

fGluntini did not return tele* 
me calls. 

^ If the case is not reassigned to 
ufavis, it could be several 
Donths before the trial gets un* 
ler way. 

Among the issues a new judt^, 
nay have to decide is whether to \ 
lovc the trial from the Courts 
ise Building near Lake Mer 



Ous 


tH 


mistrial i« 

ritt to a more-secure courtroom 
at the Muncipal Court Building 
on Washington Street. 

Tl^ Sheriff’s Department 
urged Travis to relocate the trial 
because the defendants had al¬ 
legedly put out a 1100,000 death 
contract on Giuntini and a wit¬ 
ness, Mario Hamilton. 

Travis’ courtroom was guard¬ 
ed by armed sheriff’s deputies 
who used metal detectors to 
search each person who went 
into the courtroom during pre¬ 
trial hearings and the jury selec¬ 
tion process. 

Shortly after Travis’ decision I 
not to move the trial, one alleged I 
niember of the gang was arrest- 1 
















pnson 


for attempted murdi|> in the 
}ting of a relative of alpoten- 
il witness. 

(Another man, identifl 
leriff’s sergeant as one 
en assigned to carry 
leged death plot, was 
ith inside an Oakland 
ent last month, 
ten Ineram was killed. 




in' and Alana were awaiting 
als on separate murder 
rges. Benson| was later ac- 
Itted of murder and attempted ‘ 
der charges. 

la faces a lecond trial in 
lection with the claw-ham¬ 
slaying of Marilyn Pigott in 
The first trial ended in a 
Jury earlier this year. 


